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Episcopalians Recommend IJuclear Reactor ¢ Gift for Japan 


(New York) - When the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States meets in October, it will be asked to set aside $400,000 for a nuclear re- 
actor as a gift to St. Paul's University, Tokyo, "in the name of the whole church". 


The action has been recommended by the church's Joint Commission on the 
Peaceful Uses of. Atomic Energy. The reactor would be used for St. Paul's re- 
search programae for faculty and studénts in physics, chemistry and biology, and 
would be "equipped with facilities for producing radioactive isotopes for clini- 

- cal use". by St. Luke's Hospital. 


Both St. Paul's University “and St. Inke's Hospital, in Tokyo, were founded 
by the Episcopal Church, and are maintained by the eas Sei Ko Kwai, the Japa- 
nese branch of the Ses Communion. ee HP... 5 Geneva 


Swedish Theologian Sees No Doctrine Against 01 Ordaining Women 


(Geneva) ~ Reviewing the theological issues behind the recent controversy in 
Sweden about the state's decision to permit ordination of’ women to the ministry, 
Professor Gustaf Wingren of Lund, Sweden, told members of thé working committee 
of the World Council of Churches' Faith and Order Commission that he believed 
there was no obstacle to the step, according to HS theology (see also HPS 
Nos. 15 and 27). / 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 
in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced 1 in any form with acknowledgment 
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Professor Wingren said the issues had been obscured by press controversy 


‘nes of synods had been abnormally well attended since the 
See nis tat is i seart he declared, "that in Sweden the issues have 
never been properly joined because one side is labelled liberal and the other 
fundamentalist. The arguments of those for and against have never been squarely 
faced, so that a decision by the church cannot lead to a real solution, but can 


only increase bitterness on both sides." 


The Swedish theologian said that the controversy had revealed that theology, 
the pastors and the church governments had been out of touch with the people of 
the church, and that it was as well that the "moment of awakening to what has 


happened" had now arrived. 


According to Professor Wingren, the Lutheran teaching about women in the 
ministry has to be deduced from the full Lutheran position about the place of 
men and women in the creation. The subordination of women to men in Sweden 
was no longer considered to apply to-all sides of church and social life... Women, 
he said, could now spéak in church and were often in positions over men in secu- 
lar occupations. The only point at which inequality persisted was in ordination 


to the ministry; but if the Church wished to be consistent it would have to go 


back to a basis of inequality between the sexes in family and social life as well 
as in ordination. “If we use the argument from the order of creation," Profes- 


sor Wingren said, "it must apply to all relationships and not be used only to 


exclude women from the ministry". — 


However, the theologian claimed that a study of Luther's ow attitude made 
it clear that, apart from certain unchangeable elements such as preaching, bap- 
tism, absolution and Holy Communion, there were no elements in the Church's life 
that could not be altered. These main points were necessary for salvation and. 
for the Church, but apart from them the other requirements laid down in the New 
Testament were only to be applied if they seemed sensible and practicable. 
luther had excluded "women and children" from preaching the Gospel, he added, 
because it seemed to him unreasonable for his om time, not because it was con- 
trary to the New Testament, and Laurence Petri, the Swedish Lutheran Reformer, 
had said,"We are not bound by the rule that women must keep silence in the Church. 
We observe it, but we are free to change it if that seems reasonable." 


Professor Wingren said it seemed odd that the free churches, which claim to 
base all their church order on the New Testament, ordain women, but the Lutheran 


Church, which is supposed to be freer at this point, does not ordain them. "How- 


ever," he went on, “in the Lutheran Church of Sweden men and women are ordained 
for the whole field of missionary work, yet while we ordain them for missionary 
work we do not ordain them for the home churches". 


_ Although there was a strong argument from tradition against the ordaining 
of women, Professor Wingren did not think it was final for Iutherans because 
"the Lutheran Church cannot make statements of principle on the basis of tradi- 
tion, but only in terms of what is sensible and practicable", 


Therefore, because the proclamation of the Church has to be furthered, Pro- 
fessor Vingzen told the commission, the freedom of ordaining women should be used 
if it helps to bring the Gospel to the world; but if the truth of the Gospel is 


in some. way obscured by the step, then it would not be justi 
in practice. | justified as reasonable 


Although he personally favoured the Admission of 1 ini 
| g romen to the minist Dr. 
Wingren concluded, he thought that the step in itself would not be followsacren 
any great results because the main problem of the general decline in parish life 


in the Church of Sweden was only obscured by the : ; 
re ‘ 
nation question. present discussion on the ordi- 
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The ordination of women in Sweden was discussed at one of three enlarged 
sessions of the Faith and Order working committee. The other two dealt with 
church union negotiations and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity , which is 
held each January. A special two-day committee session to consider the future 


. of Faith and Order work preceded the meeting of the working committee. Recom-~ 
-mendations on the subject will come to the Central Committee of. the WCC at its 
meeting in Denmark in August. B.P.S., Geneva 


Islam on March, Archbishop de Blank Says 


( London) - "Islam is once more on the.march," according to the Anglican Arch- 
bishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, who told a congregation at 
the annual festival of the South African Church Institute in London on July 19 
that his own diocese lost more people to Islam each year than were converted 
from Islam to Christianity. 


The archbishop said that the Church could not evade the racial issue which 
was involved, because the lioslem appeal says that Christianity is the religion 
of the white man. 


"So far," Dr..de Blank continued, "South Africa has no effective answer to 
that propaganda. ‘Until we treat our fellow men as brothers, whatever the colour 
of their skin - and this visibly and outwardly, not in any disembodied and spir- 
itual sense - we have no right to speak. We all, of course, stand condemned. 

For whether we have accepted class privileges in England, caste privileges in 
India or colour privileges in Africa, we have failed to live out the truth of 

the Gospel. In this failure all churches share. So far as colour is concerned, 
in this failure all South African churches share." B.P.S.5) Geneva 


Bast sens Government. Reports on Conversations with Church 


(Berlin) - The East German (DDR) government has reaffirmed the article of the 
constitution which says that "every citizen enjoys full freedom of belief and of 
conscience. Undisturbed practice of religion is under the protection of the 
republic." 


The government action was announced in a press release from the office. of 
German Democratic Republic President Otto Grotewohl, following negotiations with 
representatives of the German Evangelical Church (nKD) from the DDR (see EPS Nos. 
18 and 23). The churchmen were appointed by the EKD Synod at its meeting in 
April to hold the talks. (For the full text of the document, see Page 8), 


The church delegation, the release said, declared "that the church is coop- 
erating for international peace with the means at its disposal, and it is, there- 
fore, in agreement, in principle, with the peace efforts of the German Democratic 
Republic and its government". The church pledged itself "to respect the devel- 
opment of socialism and to cooperate in the peaceful improvement of national life" 
The document stressed the fact that the controversial Treaty on Spiritual Care in 
the Armed Forces does not apply to the churches in. Hast Germany. 


Both the church and the estate said aaa were Mtn! to hold further discus- 
gions. 


At a meeting in Berlin after the Boni ee was released, the EKD Council 
expressed the hope "that most of the complaints raised by the church will now 
be satisfactorily settled so that real improvement. may take place in the relat- 
ions: between the church and the state in the German Democratic Republic". The 
council also expressed the hope that the negotiations would fulfil the hopes of 
a resolution passed by the synod last April, that "people whose Christian faith 
compels them to reject ahteism will be free to bring up their children as citi- 
zens of the German Democratic Republic without acting against their conscience" 
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At the same time, the Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union (BKU) , 
also meeting in Berlin, said that it hoped the serious difficulties of the church 
would be examined one by one and ‘that a satisfactory settlement would be reached. 


First press comments have welcomed the. communiqué. The Berlin newspaper, 
"Die Tat", says that the mere fact that the conversations were held at all repre— 
sents a step forward. In the opinion of the "Kurier", also published in Berlin, 
"the fact that the Hast German government has expressly reaffirmed the principle 
of freedom of belief and of conscience for all citizens" is bound to be "of pri- 
mary importance" to the church. It is, the paper continues, an indirect admis— 
sion by the ge.-t_ment that the state will not exercise any pressure on people 
to leave the church or to take part in the Communist-~sponsored youth dedication. 


.. The church delegation included Bishop Moritz ilitzenheim of Eisenach and 
Bishop Friedrich Wilhelm Krummacher of Greifswald, General Superintendent Fritz 
Fuhr of East Berlin, Provost Johannes Hoffman, Nordhausen, and Gerhard Burkhardt, 
a layman from East Berlin. E.P.S., Geneva 


Archbishop Honours Sherrill, Three Others, at Lambeth 


(London) - Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
US, and a president of the World Council of Churches, received an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree this month at a ceremony in London in connection with the Lan- 
beth Conference. The degree was conferred by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


Also honoured were Archbishop Walter Foster Barfoot, Anglican Primate of 
Canada, Dr. Arabindo Nath Mukerjee, Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, and Presiding Bishop Michael Hinsuke 
Yashiro of the Holy Catholic Church in Japan (Anglican). 


Since the time of the Reformation, the Archbishop of Canterbury has had the 
right to confer honorary degrees, and the recipients wear the academic hood of the 
university of the archbishop who gives the degree, in this case, Oxford, 

sa it E.P:S.; Geneva 


Missions in South Afric 


Warned 


about liixed Motives 


mi iretpria) The Dutch Reformed Churches of South Africa have been warned about 
., possible mixed motives behind their growing interest in Christian missions in an 
article by Dr. Ben J, Marais, professor: at Pretoria University and. well-knowi 
author of "Colour - Unsolved Problem of the West", 


examines and criticises the motives underlying the rising interest in missions 
among tribes in Africa, and concludes that they areia cause for "deep concern", 
The reason, he says, that many white Christians in South Africa support missions 


so ardently among the Negro population is because they regard missions as their 
"last hope of maintaining their own position", 


Writing in the large South African Reformed paper. ."Die Kerkbode", .Dr. Marais 


That will keep them under con- 
ntly by missionaries, he says. 
late statement to counteract 


"Preach to them, missionary, preach to then. © 
trol." This argument is heard more and more freque 
Dr. Marais urges church authorities to make an immed 
the effect of these mixed motives. 


"If people think that missions shoul 
they are turning Christianity into just 3 
an ‘opiate of the people'," he says. 


d help to keep the coloured people down, 
what the Communists accuse’ it of being - 


E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 30 - August ist, 1958 -5- 230 


Leaders of WCC and Moscow Church to Meet in Utrecht, August 7 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church will meet a delegation from the World Council of Churches at Utrecht, 
Netherlands, August 7-9. 


The talks, held in private, are described as "a first exploratory conversa- 
tion". The Moscow Church has so far not joined the World Council. 


Subjects to be discussed include the Russian Orthodox Church and the ecumen-— 
ical movement, the problem of Christian unity in the defence of peace, the Russian 
Orthodox Church and socio-political problems of our time, how the World Council 
of Churches promotes Christian unity, and the common concern of the churches for 
religious liberty. 


The Utrecht meeting is the result of a correspondence between the Moscow 
Church and the WCC following the second assembly of the council held at Evanston, 
USA, in August 1954. The resolutions and report of the assembly were transmitted 
to the Moscow Church, including the Evanston "appeal" for disarmament and inter- 
national agreement on the controlled cessation of preparations for nuclear war- 
fare, which churches were asked to present to their governments. The Moscow 
Patriarchate responded favourably and the World Council then renewed a long-stand- 
ing invitation to the Patriarchate to discuss a wide range of questions affecting 
possible relationships. This invitation was accepted for Paris in January 1957, 
but after the Hungary and Suez crises, the Moscow Patriarchate asked for more 
time for preparation. The present August dates were suggested by the Moscow 
Church in January of this year. 


The representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate in the Utrecht conversations 
will be the Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna, who is responsible for 
the Ifoscow Patriarchate's foreign relations, the Archbishop of Smolensk, and Mr. 
Buevsky, a layman. An interpreter, Mr. Alexeiev, will accompany the party. 


The delegation from the WCC includes Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
WCC's Central Committee, the council's general secretary, Dr. .A. Visser 't Hooft, 
and the i.etropolitan James of Melita, a member of the Central Committee and repre- 
sentative in Geneva of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and of the 
Orthodox Patriarchates of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria, Dr. O. Frederick 
Nolde and the Rev. Francis House will be present as secretaries. Mr. House is 
associate general secretary of the WCC, and Dr. Nolde, another associate general 
secretary, is director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
Interpreters for the WCC group will be Mr. Alexandre de Weymarn of the WCC's 
Geneva staff and Mr. John Lawrence, editor of the Christian quarterly, "Frontier', 
London. H.P.5S., Geneva 


Baptists in Poland Observe Centennial 


(larsaw) - Representatives from many countries attended a three-day jubilee in 
Warsaw last month, marking the centennial of the Baptist Union of Poland. 


Baptist world leaders reported that Baptist membership in Poland is about 
2,500. The members are building a central church house in Warsaw on land pro- 
vided by the government, and many members are pledging as much as a month's in- 
come for the building. Among those attending the jubilee was Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams of the United States, president of the Baptist World Alliance. 

h.P.S., Geneva 
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$25 , 000 Asked for Aid In Lebanon Emergency van | ref 8 
(Geneva) “= A total appeal for $25,000 to aid in the Lebanon energency, including 
help to 11,000 homeless families, was launched on July 28 by the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. The 
appeal came after WCC officials received information concerning the emergency in 
Lebanon from a newly organised "Emergency Sub-Committee”, made up of thirteen 


churches and voluntary agencies working in the country. 


The committee reports that "the spectre of famine and disease is beginning 
to creep into many homes", and asks for food, clothing and medicines, in addition 
to funds. As a result of studies it has carried out, the committee says that 
more than 11,000 families are in need of help. New service centres are being 
opened in the Musaitkeh areas, and special relief work is being done, for uprooted 
families from Tripoli, Akkara and the south of Lebanon. There is Moslem coop- 


eration in certain areas. 


Cooperating in the committee are the American Middle Bast Relief; British 
Syrian Lebanese Mission; the Near East Christian Council; Society of Friends 
in Lebanon; Lutheran World Federation; Mennonite Central Committee; Pontifi- 
cal Mission for Palestine; YMCA; YWCA; Greek Orthodox Church, Jerusalem; 
Greek Orthodox Church, Beirut; Near East Foundation and Near East Christian 
Council Committee for Refugee Work. 


Of the $25,000 requested, Church World Service, relief arm of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, has sent $10,000 for aid in Lebanon, 
and the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has sent $5,000. In addition, 
shipments of corn oil and cheese, valued at $10,000 each, and 2,000 pounds of 
soap have been put at the disposal of the committee by the Near East Christian 
Council. Thé supplies were intended for use in Jordan frontier villages and 
"need to be replaced as soon as possible", 


Mr. E. Porter Young, a co-chairman of the committee and a staff member of 
the National Alliance of Lebanese YMCAs, reports that "our own churches here, 
meeting sometimes in rented halls outside the danger zone, and sometimes in the 
midst of the shooting, have appealed to their people for support, and the response 
is already encouraging". : E.P.S., Geneva 


Christian Education Institute Held in Japan 


(Nishinomiya) - More than 270 persons from 62 countries attended the World Insti- 
tute on Christian Education, which closed on August 1 in Nishinomiya, Japan. 


Speaking at the opening session on July 19, Dr. llichio Kozaki of Japan, the 
director of the institute, traced the history of his country during the last 100 
years, and pointed out that the nation had become controlled by military minded 
leaders, which led to defeat and disaster. "For the last ten years," he said 
"we have been becoming a democratic country under a democratic constitution. 
Now in this world institute we are to seek the help and guidance of God and to 
learn more effective ways of being used by God in Christian education’ so that 
boys and girls, men and women, may find an abiding and permanent experience of 
the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ." 


Topics for the early sessions of the institute included "Christianity Facing 
a. World of Rapid and Bewildering Social Change", "Christian Religious Education 
iC Enable an Individual to Live as a Christian Person in His Community", "Chris— 
ian Education in the Light of New Interest in the Bible" and "Christi i 
5 PUSS 
and the New Interest in Theology". aber Se sco 
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The Rev. Christian G. Baeta. of University College in Achimota, Ghana, told 
the group that in Africa there, are many marked illustrations of rapid change, 
and’ noted that to many, struggling for new status and human dignity, Christianity 
itself is one of the forces that. comes under grave suspicion. "Our primary task 
in Christian education," he said, “is theological, with the abiding need of 
bringing a facts 48 oytcange into meaningful relationship with the will of 
God." BY 


Turning to the second topic, Bisiey Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philippines 
said that "Christian religious education will prove irrelevant unless it reckons 
with the situation in which a person has. been brought up, and in which the per- 
son will play his part". 


"Theology, like Cae cote asetabieatipceat is dexee st but never an end in itself," 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, and a president of the World Council 
of Churches, said. Christian educators need to use theology effectively, but 
"we should earnestly try to get closer to Christ so that our theology may not 
be like a skeleton without meat", he said. 


On Sunday, July 20, delegates to the institute visited and preached in ~ 


Christian churches. in Osaka, Kobe,.Kyoto and Nishinomiya. Most of the delegates 
will attend the World Convention on Christian Education which will. be held in 
_ Tokyo from August 6 to 13. B.P.S., Geneva 
In Brief 


Bishop Gunnar Hultgren of Haernoesand, Sweden, has been named to succeed 
Archbishop Yngve Brilioth as Primate of ae Swedish Lutheran Church, and the Rev. 
Nils Bolander, Dean of Lund Cathedral, will succeed Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund. 
In accordance with Swedish church law, three candidates were nominated for each 
post by the church, and the names. then submitted to the Crown for a final decision 
(see EPS No. 25). Both Archbishop Brilioth and Bishop Nygren are retiring this 
year. 


Me 


‘The first trilingual joint service for, the French-speaking, Lifou-speaking 
and Tahitian-speaking groups of Protestants at Noumea, New Caledonia, in the 
South Pacific, was held on July 20. After the service the congregation decided 
to promote closer contacts bétween the three groups. 


Dr. Daniel A, Poling, editor of "The Christian Herald", gave the keynote 
address at the opening sessions of the thirteenth convention of the World's 
Christian Endeavour Union.,. «The -conyention met in Frankfurt, Germany , from July 
Zjecl. UY. Poling , has been president of the union since 1926. 


x 


Forty young Americans are visiting Russia as part of the first large~scale 
exchange of youth groups between the US and the USSR...’ They arrived in Moscow 
on July 13, and will leave for the United States on August 31. Agencies choosing 
youth to make the trip are the National Student Councils of the YMCA and YWCA, 
the Experiment in International Living, the Lisle Fellowship and the United Stu- 
dent Christian Council. A°"Committee on Friendly Relations" is working out pro- 
“grammes for Soviet groups who Hits be visiting the United States. 


“% % 
Th The official report of .the Third Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation, 
held in Minneapolis, USA, in:the summer of 1957, has been published. 


x * 
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An “All-Africa Lutheran Theological Seminary", established as a result of 
decisions taken at the African Lutheran Conference held at Marangu in November 
1955, will open in September 1959. Under the direction of Dre Joseph Busse of 
Hamburg, the seminary will be the first to serve pastors from all Oe ore 


* * 


A film called "Bridge of Friendship" on the recent visit of German Protes- 
tant church leaders to the USSR has been produced by the central Soviet documen- 


tary film studio. 


ees 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin will attend the centenary celebrations of 
the coming of Protestant missions to Japan, August 6-16, on the invitation of 
Japan's National Christian Council. ‘ H.Peoe,, Geneva 


Document 


Text of a Communiqué Issued by the Press Department of 
DDR President Grotewohl, Following Church/State Conversations 
"Under the chairmanship of President Otto Grotewohl, discussions were held 
on June 2, June 23 and July 21, 1958, with representatives of the Evangelical 
churches in the German Democratic Republic and at the request of the churches, 


to resolve disturbing elements in the relations between the state and leaders of 
the Evangelical churches. 


mrne*spiric of these discussions showed a real readiness to reach under- 
“standing. a 


"In addition to President Grotewohl, the following persons were present: 
Mr. Maron, Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Eggerath, Secretary of State for Church 
Affairs, Mr. Plenikowski, Secretary of State and Director of the Presidential 
Office of the Ministerial Council. The Evangelical churches in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic were represented by Bishop lloritz Mitzenheim, Bishop Friedrich 
Wilhelm Krummacher, General Superintendent Fritz Fuhr, Provost Johannes Hoffman 
and Mr. Gerhard Burkhardt, a locksmith. . 


"A number of preparatory conversations preceded the discussions. They were 
arranged by the Secretary of State for Church Affairs and attended by additional 
representatives of both state and Church. 


"During the discussions a great deal of time was devoted to the treaty con- 
cerning spiritual care in the armed forces, concluded in 1957 between the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Federal Republic, and its politi- 
cal and legal effects. After a long examination of this question, the church 
representatives stated that the churches in the German Democratic Republic are 
not bound by this treaty, which has no validity for them or for their clergy. 


"The representatives of the Evangelical churches in the German Democratic 
Republic stated that the Church is working for international peace with the means 
at its disposal, and is, therefore, in principle, in agreement with -the peace 
efforts of the German Democratic Republic and, its government. In accordance 
with their faith, Christians carry out their duties as citizens in obedience to 
the laws. They respect the development in the direction of socialism and coop- 
erate in the peaceful building up of national life, 


"The discussion of complaints presented by the church representatives led 
to the conclusion that the accusation that the state had violated the constitu- 
tion would be dropped. The government declared: Every citizen enjoys complete 
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freedom of faith and of conscience. Undisturbed practice of one's religion is 
guaranteed by the republic. 


"The church representatives made certain complaints about the application 
of the decree passed on February 12, 1958, by the Ifinister of Education relating 
to the maintenance of order and continuity in the education given in the normal 
schools. It was promised that these complaints would be examined. 


"Other outstanding questions were referred to the Secretary of State for 
Church Affairs and to the agencies concerned, which will respond and deal with 
them, Both sides declared themselves ready to hold further explanatory discus-~ 
sions, in order to remove any causes of friction in the relations between state 
and Church." E.P.8., Geneva 
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